
 Mission:Wolf connects people with nature using hands-on experiential education. Through 
volunteer internships and national traveling education programs, we inspire individuals to 
become stewards of the earth. While providing a home for rescued wolves and horses, we create 
opportunities for growth through community service and personal interactions with animals. We 
value education, sustainability, and improving relationships between people, animals, and the 
world around them.
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helps to calm Rosie around people; once she sees Tiger engage, 
Rosie often becomes more confident and willing to do the same.
  Tracy and Mike have been working with the pups to get 
them comfortable on leash. While Tiger comes bounding across 
the enclosure when the leash comes out, Rosie is a bit more 
cautious. With patience and the practice of mirroring and 
mimicry, Tracy builds Rosie’s confidence every work session. 
This work is important, both as socialization and as a helpful tool 
for evacuation in an emergency.
  In the spring of 2016, Tiger was diagnosed with discoid 
lupus, an autoimmune disorder that causes his body to attack the 
skin on his nose. With the help of our vets, we were able to get 
him the medication he needed, and now have it under control. He 
will carry discoid lupus with him for the rest of his life, however, 
and is unlikely to join the traveling educational tour. Fortunately, 
he will still be able to educate the thousands of people who visit 
the refuge each yeathe refuge each year.
 Despite Tiger’s condition, the siblings are very happy 
together, often sharing bones and play fighting. Rosie, the more 
agile of the two, gains enrichment by testing her balance on fallen 
aspens. Tiger, on the other hand, is endearingly clumsy. Their 
funny personalities and dynamic make them the favorites of 
many staff members and visitors.             -Mike Gaarde

 Fondly referred to as the “puppies” or “kids” by M:W staff, 
Tiger and Rosie are now anything but. They celebrated their 
fourth birthday in March of 2017. Now fully grown and looking 
majestic as ever, these siblings have really come into their own. 
They still live together in their own enclosure, where they can be 
seen running, playing, and being downright adorable.
  Their individual personalities have blossomed, with Rosie 
being hyper-aware of the world around her, investigating every 
noise and movement, while Tiger is more laid-back, content to 
relax and observe the hustle and bustle of the refuge. His attitude 

 The 31 resident wolves and wolf-dogs come from various 
backgrounds. Some were originally bred to be in Hollywood 
movie productions, while others were found wandering the streets. 
Despite their different stories and personalities, all of them have 
one thing in common: they can never be reintroduced to the 
wild. Because these wolves were born and bred in captivity, they 
never learned to hunt or fend for themselves. They are imprinted 
onon humans; upon release, a captive-born wolf would approach 
people for food, and would likely lose its life. Mission:Wolf offers 
sanctuary to these animals.

 At Mission:Wolf, we believe a sanctuary is a place where 
any creature can live a full, happy life. M:W sits on over 200 
acres in the remote mountains of southern Colorado. The refuge 
is intentionally removed from society so the animals are insulated 
from things like development and people. 
  While these wolves sadly must live behind fences, we strive 
to provide them with the most natural existence possible. They 
have large enclosures with ample room to run and play, and are fed 
a raw diet of meat, hide, organs, and bones on a feast and famine 
cycle, similar to how wild wolf packs eat. 
  Many of the wolves want nothing to do with humans and 
choose to hide when visitors show up. We have found that some 
of them are more social, though, and actually get enrichment 
from interaction with other species. Like humans, wolves are 
individuals—they all have unique needs and character traits. 
Sanctuary means different things for different animals; our 
volunteer staff works hard to make M:W a happy and healthy 
environmenenvironment where each animal can find peace and purpose.

-A. Hoffman

 Mission:Wolf has provided a home for captive wolves and wolf-dogs for over 30 years, and has even taken in the occasional 
horse in need. The refuge has also provided sanctuary to countless humans over the years, from staff to day visitors. Read on to learn 
more about Mission:Wolf’s diverse crew and what “sanctuary” means to us.



 In the wild, wolves are lucky to 
live 6-8 years. In captivity, they receive 
consistent food and medical care, and 
usually live much longer. Currently, we 
house three wolves that are fifteen years 
of age: sisters Magpie and Raven, and 
Daisy.     -P. Cannon

 Mission:Wolf has long dreamt of an 
enclosure large enough to allow the wolves 
to run and play with no fences in sight. 
That dream became a reality in the summer 
of 2016 with the completion of a 20-acre 
playpen. This ten-year project has served 
as an excellent fence construction training 
groundground for hundreds of students young and 
old. The initial structure began as an Eagle 
Scout Service Project and, thanks to recent 
help from the Wildheart Foundation and 
Steelock Fence company, the playpen is 
finally complete. The enormous enclosure 
was built entirely with volunteer labor and 
donateddonated or discounted materials. 
 The two featured wolves, Arrow 
and Zephir, were the first M:W residents 
brought in to explore the huge space. 
They were initially too timid to enjoy 
themselves, as they hadn’t been outside of 

their enclosure since puppyhood. After 
three visits to the playpen and hours of 
investigative sniffing, they were finally 
ready to let go of their inhibitions and have 
fun! Arrow and Zephir grew up in a world 
of fences, and for the first time in their 
lives, they felt what it might be like to run 
in the wild as nature intended.in the wild as nature intended. 
 The playpen will be used on a 
timeshare basis for the sanctuary residents, 
providing a new type of enrichment for all. 
M:W is truly grateful to the hundreds of 
staff, volunteers, and donors who made 
this project possible. The addition of the 
playpen permanently improves the quality 
ofof life for the wolves as we look toward the 
future.  

-A. Hoffman



 Luna had to be taken to the vet and 
permanently removed from the ambassador 
pack. Since little Luna had no place at 
the sanctuary to fit in, she moved into the 
directors’ house. It did not take long for 
Luna to make herself right at home as the 
queen of the house and the animals who 
livelived there. She made many friends, but 
was always shy and reclusive around new 
people. She became Kent and Tracy’s 
special little girl, and lived a full life 
until, at fourteen, she was diagnosed with 
progressive organ cancer. 
 Kent and Mike worked with our local 
vet preparing to put Luna down. Deeply 
saddened, Tracy walked out and sat on a 
hill in the horse pasture, waiting for the 
inevitable. It was a quiet day, but after a few 
moments, a strong, sudden wind blew past 
Tracy, pushing her forward. Tracy watched 
asas it moved grass, bushes, and then trees on 
its path up the mountain behind the house. 
Luna was set free, and laid to rest March 4, 
2016. She is missed every day.  -TAB

danger, but just to hear herself bark. 
  When her tail curled up like a 
malamute, we knew she was NOT a 
Mexican wolf. As time passed, Luna made 
it clear that she was going to be the boss 
of Raven and Magpie—until she went 
into heat out of season. Wolves generally 
go into heat late winter, with pups born 
earlearly spring. But Luna’s summer heat 
cycle caused Rami to become jealous, and 
she began to pick on Luna. Next thing we 
knew, Rami, Raven, and Magpie ganged 
up on her, causing serious injuries.

 In 2002, a tiny puppy came to 
Mission:Wolf. Luna had been bred in 
Texas, and sold as a pure Mexican wolf 
to a truck driver who wanted a wolf as a 
traveling companion. She was then found 
in a bathtub by a woman attending a party. 
The woman, afraid for Luna, offered the 
drivedriver hundreds of dollars to take her 
away from the trucking life. She finally 
contacted us, and tiny Luna was driven to 
Colorado. She was instantly adopted by 
ambassador wolf Rami and, within a few 
months, Magpie and Raven joined to form 
the ambassador pack. 
 Luna, Magpie, and Raven were 
only weeks apart in age, which made it 
easy and fun for her to fit in. They went 
on tour that fall and next spring, and the 
feisty wolf pups’ playfulness stole the 
show. Rami constantly corrected the three 
girls, keeping them in line. All the while, 
littllittle Luna was developing into a husky or 
malamute-looking pup. She began barking 
like a dog would, not to alert the pack of

Nokona, dubbed “The Lion 
King,” was an implacable 
bear-lion creature who resided at 
Mission:Wolf for over six years. 
Though we were unsuccessful 
in finding Nokona a long-term 
mate, he never seemed bothered 
byby the solitude. He did find 
companionship for some time 
with another reclusive old 
wolf named Mountain Spirit. 
When she passed on, and as 
Nokona approached his twilight 
years, we moved him to the 
directorsdirectors’ house for a bit of 
peace and quiet. There, he and 
Aurora spent their retirement 
comfortably napping in their 
enclosures next door to each 
other, occasionally scowling 
at Mr. Good, the resident cat. 
NokonNokona quietly left us in his 
sleep on a sunny afternoon in 
October 2015.      

-P. Cannon

Kona lived at Mission:Wolf for 
many years. To the staff, she 
was everything that the wolves 
were not: an animal that we 
could take on walks, play with, 
and cuddle. She was one of the 
longest-serving members of our 
communitcommunity, reaching her time 
peacefully and with her usual 
stubborn attitude. Kona no 
longer trips staff in the middle 
of chaotic dinner cleanups. 
Every pile of swept dust is sadly 
free from her inquisitive nose 
andand disruptive paws. However, 
Kona’s memory will live on in 
every nook and cranny of the 
staff kitchen. She lives on in the 
sunlight shining down on the 
old dog bed near the window, 
and the odd puff of her fur that 
everyevery so often drifts out from a 
hidden spot.

Aurora was a source of joy for 
many at Mission:Wolf—she 
was the only wolf who could 
pronounce her own name. 
She was often seen happily 
bouncing around her enclosure, 
her three legs steady beneath 
heher. Though Aurora never 
sought human attention, she had 
boundless, playful energy for 
her mates. Although her spirit 
never diminished, her body 
eventually did, and we retired 
Aurora to the geriatric care unit 
aat the directors’ house. Toward 
the end of the summer in 2015, 
we noticed her health was 
declining. After an examination, 
we learned she had cancerous 
tumors throughout her body, 
and we decided to let her pass 
onon. Her presence has been 
missed, but we know her years 
at the sanctuary were happy and 
fulfilling. 

Kiya was a very shy, wolfy 
animal who came to the refuge 
after a misunderstanding 
with her owner’s neighbor. 
She proved to be the perfect 
companion for temperamental 
wolf-dog brothers, Buku and 
OreoOreo. Kiya kept them in line for 
many years until one morning 
she didn't appear for breakfast. 
Staff soon discovered she 
had suffered a twisted gut, 
commonly known as “bloat,” 
during the night. Bloat is one 
oof the top causes of mortality 
in canines and is tragically 
unpredictable. Our community 
was hit hard by Kiya’s passing; 
she was a relatively new arrival 
at Mission:Wolf and was still 
young. Buku and Oreo now live 
alonealone, but we think Kiya's spirit 
continues to keep them on their 
best behavior. 



 Rain came to us July 18, 2016. A 
wild, two year old Spanish Mustang from 
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
holding facility in Delta, Utah, he was in 
rough shape. Boney, underweight, and full 
of worms—Rain appeared to be in trouble. 
His health was not the only challenge for 
RainRain’s caretakers. He was untouchable and 
had the worst case of mistrust of any horse 
we have worked with to date. In the months 
Rain has been with us, he has recovered 
his weight and even become curious to the 
point of following people, though he is 
still reluctant to be touched or have a halter 
puput on. Rain has a long way to go, but his 
resistance has taught us some great lessons 
about wild horses.     -TAB

species extends even to our sanctuary 
environment. Other avian friends include 
the beautiful Steller’s jay, as well as many 
types of finches and swallows that have 
found comfortable homes in the nooks and 
crannies of the refuge.   
  Occasionally, even the adventurous 
black bear can be spotted on the outskirts 
of the refuge. Animals of all kinds—big 
and small, bipeds and quadrupeds, winged 
and furry—find a way to coexist at 
Mission:Wolf.  

-A. Hoffman

most notably the massive, twiggy fortresses 
of the magpies and ravens. In the wild, 
these birds of the crow family have a 
symbiotic relationship with wolves. Flocks 
of ravens will follow wolf packs on the hunt 
and scavenge the remains of a kill. Some 
wildlife biologists have even taken note of 
wolvewolves and ravens playing together. Ravens 
will dive-bomb wolves or sneak up on them 
to peck them from behind—the startled wolf 
then excitedly gives chase, only to have the 
raven fly away just in the knick of time. 
The bond between these two highly social 

 In addition to wolves, horses, and 
humans, there is a menagerie of other 
creatures that have found refuge at Mission: 
Wolf. The presence of the wolves wards off 
other predators such as coyotes and bobcats, 
which creates a haven for rabbits, field 
mice, squirrels, chipmunks, and many other 
critterscritters. You can usually see one of our furry 
friends skittering around in the brush, while 
walking the sanctuary paths. 
 The residents of M:W are not just 
confined to the ground. The aspens and 
pines are spotted with the nests of birds—
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 Mission:Wolf is open year-round, providing on-site educational tours for visitors as well as off-site programs regionally. We 
believe that no lecture or amount of research can replace hands-on experience. Our volunteer programs not only teach valuable and 
practical skills, but also inspire visitors to live sustainably, protect our environment, and improve their relationships with animals 
and people. 
  Our ultimate goal is to use education to render places like Mission:Wolf unnecessary. We hope that one day there are no more 
captive wolves in need of rescue, and we can listen to them howl in the wild once again. We try to dispel the myths and stereotypes 
of wolves by allowing visitors to observe them firsthand. Through education and interaction, people can begin to see the animal for 
what it truly is—a misunderstood creature that is meant to be wild and free.

 The Sangre Art Guild (SAG), based out of Westcliffe, CO, 
helps to promote the visual arts and highlight life in the beautiful 
Wet Mountain Valley. In September 2016, dozens of artists from 
SAG came out to Mission:Wolf as part of their 10th annual Alla 
Prima Westcliffe showcase. They set up their easels all around the 
sanctuary and tried to capture “the essence” of Mission:Wolf. Each 
artist had a unique perspective, painting wolves, tipis, mountain 
vistasvistas, and volunteers hard at work.
 The winner of the M:W division of the contest was Donna 
Wagle with her painting “Magpie” (left), which beautifully 
captures the lead ambassador wolf. Honorable Mentions were 
Joan Rauch’s “Mission:Wolf” and Rita Cirillo’s “Wolf Magic.” 
The art guild printed these paintings on t-shirts and tote bags to 
be sold in the gift shop at M:W and at the 3rd Street Gallery in 
Westcliffe. All proceeds go directly to benefit the resident wolves. 
ThThe sanctuary has grown to become a source of inspiration for 
artists of all mediums and backgrounds—creativity abounds when 
you have the majesty of wolves and nature as your muse!  

-A. Hoffman

 The summer of 2016 was our busiest on record. Our 
traveling ambassador wolf program wasn’t on the road this past 
year due to the advanced age of the animals, but that didn’t stop us 
from educating! We hosted thousands of visitors at the sanctuary, 
as well as over fifty service-learning groups from universities, 
high schools, youth programs, and volunteer corps from around 
the world. Our little 3-acre eco village was bustling with people 
onon feeding days, averaging well over 100 visitors on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. 

 Short-term volunteers traveled from Australia, New 
Zealand, Germany, France, Spain, Switzerland, Finland, Canada, 
Mexico, and other far-away places to help the wolves. Mission: 
Wolf also welcomed many local school groups—Custer County 
Schools, Gardner Elementary, Pueblo High School, Colorado 
College, and Pikes Peak Community College—and supplemented 
their curricula with projects at the refuge. We are thrilled that so 
manmany people made the trip out to Mission:Wolf to volunteer, learn 
about wolves, and have fun while doing so.      - A. Hoffman



 Every year at Mission:Wolf, we learn more about wolf 
behavior, human behavior, and interspecies communication. With 
so many visitors making the journey out to the refuge, we have 
started to place more emphasis on our onsite educational programs. 
This includes introducing people to the ambassador wolves, if the 
animals and circumstances permit it. Since we do not try to train 
wild animals, we train the people instead. Visitors learn how to use 
theitheir bodies and attitudes to communicate with resident canines, 
and are often able to apply what they learn to their relationships 
with pets, family, and friends. Interacting with the wolves is not 
only a tremendous privilege, but also an incredibly impactful, and 
sometimes life-changing, educational experience. We believe that 
people may remember some of what they hear and see, but they only 
really understand what they touch or experience. 
 Having such an abundance of visitors at the refuge this past 
summer has also helped us better understand how to foster positive 
connections with the ambassadors. Body language, timing, and 
how we focus our attention are key components of human-wolf 
interaction, and we have adapted our process for ambassador visits 
as we learn how to use these tools. With lead ambassador Magpie 
especially sensitive to the heat in her old age, we know she prefers 
toto stay in the shadiest corner of the enclosure. We've realized that 
we can use movement as communication, and direct people to walk 
calmly up to this corner and take a seat. If we get the timing right, 
Magpie is stimulated, and she will happily offer a greeting from her 
area of comfort without feeling stressed or crowded. Yet again, we 
see how offering respect and meeting the wolves on their own terms 
results in an unforgettable experience for many of our visitors, and 
an enriching experience for the wolves as well. an enriching experience for the wolves as well.         -P. Cannon

courageous animal he has become. 
  Minigan has recently been diagnosed 
with Pannus, an eye disease prevalent  in 
German Shepherds and similar breeds. We 
attribute some of Minigan’s skittishness 
to his poor eyesight, and we hope that this 
diagnosis and the recommended treatment 
will allow him to come even further out of 
hishis shell. 
 Minigan continues to progress, and 
has grown to be an ambassador in his own 
right. His performance at off-site programs, 
in front of hundreds of strangers no less, 
has been truly remarkable. When Minigan 
arrived at the sanctuary, he would hardly let 
anyone touch him; now his quirky, flighty 
naturnature helps illustrate important concepts 
of canine behavior and communication. 
Minigan is proving himself to be a superb 
ambassador and teacher—and the staff 
couldn’t be more proud of him.

-A. Hoffman

 This past year, Mission:Wolf held 
several programs around Colorado. Most 
recently, we visited Lathrop State Park 
and Rye Elementary School with one 
of our rescued wolf-dogs, Minigan. He 
helped teach the public about differences 
between wolves and dogs, interspecies 
communicationcommunication, and why wolves do not 
make good pets.
 Many who have visited the refuge 
may have seen Minigan, or heard his 
boisterous howling. When he is feeling 
especially frisky, he likes to ambush staff 
and visitors walking the paths around his 
enclosure. He is, however, an extremely shy 
animal by nature and has some wolf-like 
characteristicscharacteristics. This is why he could not 
pass behavioral tests at the Denver Dumb 
Friends League animal shelter and ended 
up at M:W. He has come a long way in 
five years, and some who knew him when 
he first arrived would barely recognize the 



 When Tracy mirrors a horse or wolf, she mimics it 
exactly, connecting with the animal through body language. 
We believe mimicking and mirroring works by activating 
“mirror neurons” in the brain. When the animal recognizes a 
movement similar to its own, mirror neurons are fired, creating 
a connection across species lines.
  In 2005, a feral wolf named Orion arrived at 
Mission:Wolf. He was terrified of everyone, until Tracy 
stepped into his enclosure and began to mirror his actions. 
When Orion stepped forward, Tracy stepped forward; when 
Orion moved quickly, Tracy quickened her pace; and if Orion 
was quiet, Tracy would sit down and relax. Orion eventually 
learned to be at ease when Tracy rewarded his calm moments 
witwith her calm body language.
 Within the first few moments of synchronized movement 
between wolf and human, Orion would stop and observe Tracy 
copying him. This was when Tracy believed Orion’s mirror 
neurons fired in recognition of a behavior he understood. For 
Orion to understand Tracy’s actions, and realize he was not in 
danger, ultimately allowed him to live a calmer and happier life. 
If left in his original anxious state, it’s likely that Orion would 
havhave paced himself to an early death. At the time of this article, 
Orion is twelve years old and has lived a long, content life with 
his best wolf-friend Soleil.
 Mirror neurons could also lead to increased empathy 
across species. When Tracy mirrors, she is understanding the 
animal’s behavior as well as the animal understanding hers. In 
Tracy’s experience with mimicking, mirror neurons are fired 
when the animal turns to face her and a point of comprehension 
is reached. She is then able to allow the animal the chance to 
mimic her. During the summer months, Tracy teaches groups 
ofof students and volunteers these techniques in order to aid their 
understanding of horses, wolves, and other animals.
 Research gives us insight that the brain of the wolf has 
developed for survival, hunting, and working together in a pack. 
Survival is a basic need, but wolves also require enrichment and 
other forms of stimulation. We continually strive to cater to each 
individual wolf’s personality, emotions, and needs. We have 
created a captive sanctuary as close as we could get to a natural 
wilderness habitat. Wolves who are feral and do not do well 
arounaround people live in the more secluded areas of the sanctuary. 
The more socialized and outgoing wolves are up front, and 
those who are unnaturally social meet people as our ambassador 
wolves.
 For more information about mirroring feral wolves and 
horses, read “A Walk in Connection” by Tracy Ane Brooks. 
The book is based on true life stories of socializing resistant 
and wild animal behaviors through the use of intuition, body 
language, and more. 

-TAB & E. Behzadi

 Mission:Wolf has been striving to provide physical and emotional well-being to captive-bred wolves for over 30 years. Tracy Ane 
Brooks discovered the technique of “mimicking and mirroring” by working with a stubborn, halter-shy horse named Ikus. By mirroring 
Ikus’ movements, Tracy resolved his behavioral problems. She then applied the technique to the shy wolves at Mission:Wolf to calm 
them and better fulfill the role of a sanctuary.

 Julie had a beautiful home, was owned by a loving 
caretaker, and had everything she needed to be happy and healthy. 
Unfortunately, she suffered severe sunburns in the summer of 
2014 and resisted her owners’ treatment. Like many horses, Julie 
is “head-shy,” meaning she does not like being touched around 
the head, ears, or nose; this is often demonstrated by dangerous 
head thrashing behavior and sometimes rearing. Julie’s owners 
callecalled on Tracy for help. By the end of the summer, Tracy had 
Julie reacting in a calm manner to the halter, and eventually to the 
medication. Not only did Tracy have to address the needs of the 
horse, but also take into consideration the needs of the people, as 
is often necessary when trying to help an owner work with a pet.
 Unfortunately, Julie regressed in the summer of 2016 
with a fresh sunburn and more head-shyness issues. Julie's 
owners decided they could not care for her in her current 
state. Mission:Wolf was able to find a new home for Julie 
with an experienced owner who was prepared to deal with her 
head-shyness. Every animal is unique, just as every human is, 
and sometimes a change of scenery is just what is needed. We 
wiswish Julie the best of luck with her new herd and home between 
the Spanish Peaks.        

-P. Cannon





 How do ecosystems support themselves? Most likely, you learned that an ecosystem is built from the bottom up: if you want to 
restore an ecosystem, you bring back decomposers, then plants, then herbivores to eat the plants, and finally, predators. When wolves 
were reintroduced to Yellowstone National Park in 1995, they taught us otherwise—ecosystems are largely shaped from the top down. 
How does this work? Simply put, the 70 year absence of wolves in the park had allowed elk to overpopulate, destroy vegetation and 
push out animals who relied on it, and throw the entire ecosystem out of balance. When wolves returned, they made the elk run, letting 
vegetatiovegetation grow back and even changing the flow of rivers. This top-down effect is called a “trophic cascade,” a waterfall of influence 
flowing from the top of a food chain to the bottom, and it doesn't just happen on land.
 Who else affects ecosystems like 
wolves do? Otters!
 

JameJames Estes and David Duggins, coastal 
ecosystems with otters tend to have 
healthier kelp forests than those without. 
How do otters affect kelp? Well, similarly 
to the wolves in Yellowstone, the otters 
control a voracious grazer—the sea urchin. 
    If urchins aren’t controlled,  
  they multiply rapidly and 
graze kelp forests to the ground. Many 
animals rely on kelp forests, from marine 
animals who feed and take shelter in them 
(rock greenling fish, mussels, barnacles, 
sea stars), to predators who feed on those 
animalanimals (bald eagles, gulls, sea lions). See 
the illustration below for an example of 
a healthy kelp forest versus one that has 

One of the best-
documented marine 
trophic cascades is 
that of otters: according
to some scientists, including

overrun by urchins—it's like day and night.
  Unfortunately, otter populations 
are plummeting, leaving kelp forests 
vulnerable to hungry urchins. Why are 
otters disappearing? Estes and many 
others think orcas, or “killer whales,” are 
responsible. Orcas are often likened to 
wolves for their hunting ability, intricate 
communicationcommunication, and strong family
ties. Now the wolves of the sea

are unwittingly causing a new trophic 
cascade: by preying on otters, killer whales 
are impacting kelp forests and all of the 
animals tied to them. The thing is, orcas 
don't naturally eat otters, and probably 

wouldn't be able to survive on them 
alone—it would be like wolves trying to 
survive solely on rabbits. Orcas' natural 
prey, great whales, were over-hunted by 
humans and their second choice, pinnipeds 
(sea lions, seals, etc.), are declining, too. 
This problem will only get worse. As kelp 
forestforests suffer, pinniped populations will 
further decline, forcing orcas to rely more 
on otters and other small marine mammals.
 Whether it be land or sea, predators 
help maintain healthy ecosystems—if they 
have the right prey, that is. In Yellowstone, 
we saw wolves restore a balance in as 
little as twenty years, something humans 
had been trying to do for decades. Maybe 
this time, humans can help. If we work to 
reestablisreestablish great whales, orcas can swim 
back to the top of the food chain, letting 
otters be guardians of the kelp once more.

-R. Jacobson & C. Shoemaker

Original artwork by Miwa Tajima

Original artwork by Megan Seidel



 Mission:Wolf was created as a sustainable facility with the goal to reduce our dependency on money and to conserve as much 
as possible. As we continue to grow and welcome more and more people to the refuge, we have begun to use our sustainable designs 
to make a big impact on visitors. While our main goal is to leave people with a better understanding of wolves and the environment, 
we also work to inspire people to live more sustainably. Read on to learn more about our sustainable systems and our recent advances 
in food production.

 Mission:Wolf is proud to announce the addition of two 
geodesic dome greenhouses, courtesy of the Pagosa Springs-based 
company, Growing Spaces (geodesic-greenhouse-kits.com). 
The volunteers at M:W have been trying to grow food for years 
now, but have been met with many challenges. Between the 
high altitude, mountain desert climate, irregular weather patterns 
(temperature swings, hail, etc.), short growing season, and all 
ththe rabbits and mice running around, growing outside is stressful 
and unreliable. What's more, the quonset hut greenhouse we had 
been using for years to extend the growing season and protect our 
vegetables was beginning to show wear; by 2015, it was time to 
replace it.
 That summer, we were able to purchase not one, but two 
growing domes through a successful crowdfunding campaign. 
We installed the first with the help of summer volunteers, and 
staff started the second in late fall. Between the two domes, we 

now have 850 square feet available for raised beds and 10-12 
feet of vertical space. The greenhouses are incredibly efficient 
and self-regulating: windows open and close on their own with 
temperature changes and the 900-1200 gallon ponds provide 
thermal mass, allowing us to grow our own vegetables year-round. 
All of our greens—from kale to arugula—come from the domes, 
as do most of our root veggies and squash. This season, we hope 
to to start strawberries and fruit trees.
 The domes are primarily growing spaces, but they have also 
become great educational tools. Visitors to the sanctuary get the 
opportunity to tour the domes and observe their clever designs 
and bountiful production first-hand. Volunteers are able to learn 
by doing; kids and adults alike walk away with plans to work on 
their own gardens and hone their green thumbs. The domes inspire 
people to live more sustainably and become more self-sufficient, 
no matter where they live. no matter where they live.               -C. Shoemaker

The sanctuary uses recycled vegetable oil 
to fuel two of our diesel vehicles, one truck 
and one old Mercedes wagon. We pick up 
the veggie oil from local restaurants and let 
sunshine, gravity, and a few filters remove 
excess water and other contaminants in 
order to use it as fuel. Our resident German 
WunderkidWunderkid, Christian Pietzsch, has put in 
countless hours under the hood to keep the 
Mercedes running smoothly. 

Instead of using unsustainable fossil fuels, 
Mission:Wolf has several solar panels 
stationed around the sanctuary which 
generate power for our lights, electronics, 
and tools. Our two largest panels, pictured 
below, are rotated periodically throughout 
the day to track the sun. While we don’t 
havhave many resources available to us, the 
sun is an abundant source of energy that 
we can utilize.

Perched high above the sanctuary is our 
brand new observation dome, courtesy 
of Pacific Domes (pacificdomes.com). 
Not only does the dome provide a space 
for staff and visitors to look out at the 
gorgeous scenic view of the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains, it also allows us to 
monitomonitor the wolves and any encroaching 
wildfires. 



and is currently out of commission; and the Dodge truck that runs 
on veggie oil constantly needs repairs, giving our staff (especially 
the mechanics) endless headaches. While we struggle to maintain 
and upgrade our facilities, we dream of ways to continue to 
accommodate the growing number of visitors reaching the 
sanctuary year-round.        -A. Hoffman & C. Shoemaker

 In addition to the new growing domes and observation 
dome, we installed a new well water collection tank at the refuge 
in the summer of 2016, increasing our capacity by 2100 gallons! 
This is great news for the wolves, staff, and facilities, as it ensures 
we always have water on hand. 
  Another exciting upgrade to the refuge is our new battery 
system for our solar array. The new 24-volt system is able to gain 
and retain a charge much longer, allowing us more consistent 
electricity for our lights, power tools, and electronics. In order 
to optimally use our batteries, however, we will need additional 
solar panels; our current array is not quite powerful enough to 
charge them fully. In the meantime, our new propane generator 
is is available for emergency use. Although it is not the most 
sustainable, it helps keep the bustling sanctuary powered on 
overcast days.
 While we continue to improve many aspects of the 
sanctuary, our facilities have experienced a lot of wear and tear 
over the past couple of years due to growing human traffic. Our 
solar system needed an upgrade due to an increasing draw on our 
power; the refuge’s septic system has finally been overloaded, 

 We have many visions for the future of Mission:Wolf, as the sanctuary continues to grow and change. From maintenance to 
development, here are some of our current dreams for the next year, five years, and ten years.



    We have a new refuge map, thanks to our German friend, Christian Pietzsch. He used satellite imagery as well as his own 
observations to make this our most accurate map yet. Below, you can check out our facilities, learn where the wolves live, and 
admire our newly finished playpen.
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 In-kind donations are a huge help in keeping our daily operations going. Here is a short list of items we can use. Please call us 
if you have questions or if you would like to ask about our current needs. Thank you for your help!

Mission:Wolf is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization that has been open to the public free of charge for around three decades. Our goal is 
to operate our sanctuary and programs in the simplest and most efficient manner and to keep overhead costs to an absolute minimum. 
Still, it takes money to pay for transportation, supplies, land acquisition, and insurance. All profit goes toward reducing our land debt. 
We want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Nancy, our bookkeeper at Sangre Solutions, for helping to prepare these numbers. 

 As far back as 1992, the pioneers of Mission:Wolf hoped 
that the sanctuary could one day provide for both captive wolves 
and the people who care for them. For three decades, 
Mission:Wolf has operated with an entirely volunteer staff who 
live onsite to provide 24/7 care for the resident animals. Staff are 
provided food, housing, and several other privileges based on 
seniority, but no pay. Now, with the sanctuary rapidly growing in 
soso many ways, Mission:Wolf is proud to announce the dawn of a 
new era. Starting mid-2017, we will be able to offer our 

dedicated staff a small compensation package. 
  While staff income will not be substantial, it will ideally 
help pay for personal expenses such as health and car insurance, 
cell phone bills, student loans, etc., which will also increase staff 
retention. The founding directors, Kent and Tracy, will also be 
provided extra funds, so one day they may be able to retire. The 
package is designed to help people so they can help wolves, and 
continue to give all the animals at the sanctuary the highest quality 
of of care.



Name:_______________________________________________

Phone:_______________________________________________

Email:________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________







Education vs. Extinction
Mission:Wolf

facebook.com/missionwolfcolorado
facebook.com/wolvesofmissionwolf

youtube.com/missionwolfsanctuary

 Visitors who survive the dirt roads to M:W are welcome any day from 9am to 4pm. Please call ahead for road conditions, let 
us know if you have a party of ten or more, and do not bring your dog. Primitive camping is allowed in the adjacent national forest, 
if you would like to volunteer and stay overnight; visit our website, email, or call for details. 

Name:________________________________________

Phone:________________________________________

Email:________________________________________

Address:______________________________________

_____________________________________________

$25 Student/Senior

$40 Individual

$100 Family, Group, or School

$250 Contributor

$500 Patron

$1,000 Feed a Wolf for a Year

$3,000 Feed a Pack$3,000 Feed a Pack


